
many critical national initiatives, including a historic new plan to end the HIV Epidemic
in America, the Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans, the revised Common Rule,
and a cross-agency effort to improve outcomes for patients living with Sickle Cell
Disease. Dr. Giroir also served as Senior Adviser to the Secretary for Opioid Policy,
responsible for coordinating HHS’s efforts across the Administration to fight America’s
opioid crisis. He also served as Acting FDA Commissioner.

Dr. Giroir has authored or co-authored more than 100 scientific publications, editorials,
and book chapters. He is the recipient of numerous honors and awards, including the
U.S. Secretary of Defense Medal for Outstanding Public Service, the American Heart
Association’s President Lyndon Baines Johnson Research Award, and the American
Society of Nephrology’s President’s Medal. He received a bachelor’s degree in biology
magna cum laude from Harvard University and a medical degree from the University of
Texas Southwestern Medical Center.

Brett Giroir, M.D. is a physician-scientist and
innovator whose career has been dedicated to
improving public health and medicine. He is a
pediatric critical care specialist by training and a
physician-scientist who has served in a number of
leadership positions in the federal government, as
well as in academia. Formerly, Dr. Giroir served as
the 16th Assistant Secretary for Health in the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS),
and as an admiral in the U.S. Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps. In that role, he led the
development of HHS-wide public health policy
recommendations and oversaw several of the
Department’s core public health offices, including
the Office of the Surgeon General. His office led
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DR. GIROIR'S SICKLE CELL DISEASE WORK

Dr. Giroir has a strong record as an advocate
for better access to care and treatment for
Sickle Cell Disease patients. He did his medical
training in Dallas, Texas, where there was a
large population of people with Sickle Cell
Disease. At the time, there was no universal
screening for Sickle Cell Disease, and he
diagnosed many cases of Sickle Cell Disease in
children that had not been diagnosed at birth.
Sickle Cell Disease caused many children to
suffer, so he became personally involved as
he and his wife mentored children with Sickle
Cell Disease. 

During his time at HHS, Dr. Giroir advocated for a unified approach across
government agencies to providing high-quality, comprehensive care for Sickle
Cell Disease patients. Dr. Giroir’s work and advocacy in the Administration
helped spur government action, including in 2020, the National Institutes of
Health provided $20 million in funding for the Cure Sickle Disease Initiative.
Since his departure from the Administration, Dr. Giroir continues to advocate
for Sickle Cell Disease patients in his role within the Sickle Cell Disease
Partnership.

2



ADM BRETT GIROIR, MD: THE MOMENTUM OF SICKLE CELL CARE
In an HCPLive interview, Dr. Brett Giroir spoke about
his personal experiences caring for sickle cell children
and top-down efforts to address healthcare
disparities in affected communities.
To watch the full interview, click here.

CLEARING THE PATHWAY TO A CURE: INTERVIEW WITH ADM. BRETT GIROIR
In an HCPLive interview, Dr. Brett Giroir spoke about his personal experiences caring
for children with Sickle Cell Disease and top-down efforts to address healthcare
disparities in affected communities. To watch the full interview, click here.

BRINGING AWARENESS TO SICKLE CELL DISEASE
In March 2022, Dr. Giroir joined Congressman Michael C. Burgess, M.D in a podcast
to discuss and raise awareness about Sickle Cell Disease. To listen to the podcast,
click here.

SICKLE CELL DISEASE: ADM GIROIR AND SURGEON GENERAL INTERVIEW
In 2018, Dr. Giroir and the then Surgeon General,
Jerome Adams, sat down to discuss Sickle Cell
Disease and the Administration's efforts to help
patients, and the quest to bring the disease to an
end. To watch the full interview, click here.

DR. GIROIR INTERVIEWS ON SICKLE CELL DISEASE

As a leader and expert in the Sickle Cell Disease space, Dr. Giroir has shared his perspective
in several articles, podcasts, and interviews. He has discussed his work on Sickle Cell Disease
and provided his recommendations on Congressional and Administrative action to ensure
Sickle Cell Disease patients receive the comprehensive, high-quality, equitable care they need
to live a normal life. What follows is a selection of some of the interviews and articles in
recent years in which Dr. Giroir has shared his perspective. 
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https://www.hcplive.com/view/giroir-momentum-sickle-cell-care
https://www.hcplive.com/view/giroir-momentum-sickle-cell-care
https://www.audible.com/pd/Bringing-awareness-to-Sickle-Cell-Disease-Podcast/B09W7H6898?ref=a_pd_Doctor_c3_lAsin_0_0&pf_rd_p=625c212d-b95a-47db-8d56-d35a359de6e9&pf_rd_r=K239TFS9E2K280W1E9HB
https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/Blog/BlogPost.aspx?BlogID=1237


 

IGNORED NO MORE: REIMAGINING PRIMARY HEALTH CARE TO COMBAT
SICKLE CELL DISEASE IN AFRICA

In September 2019, Dr. Giroir and Muhammad
Ali Pate, the Global Director, Health, Nutrition
and Population (HNP) Global Practice of the
World Bank, published a piece on the origin of
Sickle Cell Disease, its prevalence in African
Countries, and the need for universal diagnosis,
genetic counseling, strengthened primary
health systems and access to treatments for
Sickle Cell Disease patients in African countries.

To read the full publication, click here.  

 

THE STATE OF SICKLE CELL DISEASE CARE IN THE UNITED STATES: HOW
CAN EMERGENCY MEDICINE CONTRIBUTE?

In September 2020, Dr. Giroir and Dr. Felicia
Collins, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Minority
Health at HHS, published an article in the Annals of
Emergency Medicine to raise awareness about Sickle
Cell Disease and increase the knowledge of
emergency physicians, who often care for
individuals with Sickle Cell Disease, to improve the
quality of care they receive. In the article, Dr. Giroir
and Dr. Collins also call for increased
communication, collaboration, and coordination of
care among physicians caring for individuals with
Sickle Cell Disease.

To read the full publication, click here.  

DR. GIROIR'S SICKLE CELL DISEASE PUBLICATIONS

What follows is a selection of some of Dr. Giroir's recent publications on Sickle Cell Disease. 
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https://blogs.worldbank.org/health/ignored-no-more-reimagining-primary-health-care-combat-sickle-cell-disease-africa
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7486208/pdf/main.pdf


 

ENDING SICKLE CELL DISEASE IS A MATTER OF RACIAL JUSTICE

In June 2021, Dr. Giroir published an opinion
piece in The Hill. In the article, Dr. Giroir
describes his time at HHS and his and his
team's accomplishments on Sickle Cell Disease,
including the creation of an interagency task
force and improved data collection at the
Centers for Disease Control Prevention and
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Dr.
Giroir also calls on the Biden Administration
and Congress to continue this progress and
take further action to prioritize assistance to
those with Sickle Cell Disease.

To read the full publication, click here.  
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https://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/558440-black-lives-with-sickle-cell-disease-also-matter/

